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Alleghany Soil & Water Conservation District

“Water is the best of all things”
J anuary 2013 SWCD Update Pindar (C. 522-C 438 B.C. ), Olympian Odes

L L L
Wlnter Edltlon Jim Dixon, Vice-Chair of the local SWCD Board on which he
has served for more than 30 years, was recently re-appointed
to another four-year term. Other boards Dixon has served on
include: the Farmland Preservation Advisory Board, Farm
Bureau, Farm Service Agency (FSA), Alleghany Memorial

SWCD Election Results Hospital and local bank boards as well.

Alleghany County Bobby Evans was re-elected to serve a third 4-year term on the

SWCD Board. In addition to serving on the SWCD Board, Evans has served on the Farmland Preservation
Program Advisory Board , the FSA Board, the Farm Bureau Board and has served as Vice-Chair and Chair
for the 13 counties included in Area 2.

Farmland
Protection Plan

Bob Edwards Selected to develop
Farmland Protection Plan

NCDAeCS

6th Annual Alleghany ,

County Envirothon Alleghany County Manager, Don Adams, Alleghany Soil &

Water Conservation District Director, Linda Hash, and
Bob Edwards, retired NC Cooperative Extension Director,

The NC Forage and signed the Farmland Protection Plan consultant contract

Grassland Council
2013 Winter
Conference Series

Wednesday, November 21, 2012, officially naming Bob
Edwards as the Alleghany County Farmland Protection Plan
Consultant.

- | The development of a Farmland Protection Plan is possible
due to a grant Alleghany SWCD received from North

Carolina Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services
NCASWCD L to R: and local matching funds. Preserving working farms is one

Linda Hash/Alleghany SWCD Director of NC Agriculture Commissioner Steve Troxler’s greatest
Bob Edwards/Farmland Protection Plan Consultant

Don Adams/Alleghany County Manager

Annual Meeting
priorities.

“Water...the Cycle of Alleghany SWCD received $15,000 from the Agricultural

. Development and Farmland Preservation Trust Fund (ADFPTF) to assist in the effort to make family farms
Life” Poster, Speech &

more profitable and viable and to protect the county’s natural resources.

Essay Contests 4

Bob will work with the Alleghany County Farmland Protection Planning Committee under direction from
the Alleghany SWCD and Alleghany County to conduct research, collect data, complete a market/economic
District Calendar analysis of the agricultural industry, and document economic importance and needs of agriculture in
Alleghany County. An analysis of agricultural land preservation techniques will be prepared in order to
identify and evaluate farmland protection techniques and identify target areas for farmland conservation.
Goals, strategies, recommended actions, plan documents and public relations materials will be presented
to the Farmland Protection Planning Committee for their review in order to develop a comprehensive
Farmland Protection Plan that will address the agricultural needs and assess other conditions that may be
District unique to Alleghany County.
e TTmme o During the upcoming year, at least three community meetings will be held in various locations throughout
the county in order to serve the interests of agricultural landowners and to increase the awareness of

farmland and forestland preservation tools and policies.
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Teams Compete in 6" Annual Alleghany County Envirothon

Students from Alleghany County school system recently participated in the
6th annual county-wide Envirothon competition sponsored by the Alleghany
Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD). This program is a competitive
event in which high school and middle school teams of up to five members
compete in a natural resources and ecology field day. The competition
# covered the following resource subjects: forestry, soils, aquatics, wildlife,
and current environmental issues which included such topics as: “Air Quality
{ in North Carolina”; “Making Decision under scientific uncertainty” and “The
Water Connection”.
%&%ﬂdm A total of 18 teams gathered at the Lions Club in Sparta to compete in the
Russell Choate, NC Forest Service ~ environmental education training: 2 teams from Alleghany High School,

Jeff Mathesor, New River State Park  “Gang Green” and “Green Machine”, team advisor Larry Cole; 12 teams from
Mike Edwards, Stora Mt siatepark  Glade Creek School, “Outdoor Masters”, “Conservation Cowboys”, “Soil

Greg Wagoner, USDA-NRCS Superstars”, “Ecological Experts”, “Dirty Detectives”, “River Raiders”,

Amy Lucas, NCCES “Flying Squirrels”, “Enviromaniacs”, “Global Generals”, “Forestry Fanatics”,
“Animal Adventurers”, and “Nature Pioneers”, team advisors Hope McClure, Amy Bottomley, Missy
Gibson, Kim Brock, and Lucinda Davis; 4 teams from Piney Creek School, “Great Whites”, “The NC
Genius”, “SWAFC Swag”, and “Storm Devils”, team advisors Sherrie Hines and Jill Gambill; the
advisors rotated through each station with their students during the morning sessions.

At the Soils station, Greg Wagoner with the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) taught the
students how to use a soil survey to determine which soils were suitable for growing crops. In Forestry,
Russell Choate, NC Forestry Service, taught the students to identify different species of trees. At the
Wildlife station, Mike Edwards, Stone Mountain State Park, discussed what was needed to maintain
healthy habitats. In Aquatics, Jeff Matheson, New River State Park, taught students important facts
about water quality and quantity. At the Current Environmental Issues station, Amy Lucas, Alleghany
County Extension, discussed articles about the ecology of the Cape Fear River System, septic systems and
the environment.

Awards were presented after testing in each category. The team receiving 15t place in the high school
competition was “Green Machine” from Alleghany High School; team members, Morgan Jasso, Seth
Hayden and Colby Andrews. 1st place in the middle school competition was presented to “Ecological
Experts” from Glade Creek School; team members Tristen Villarruel, Colby Brooks, Dylan Peredes and
Reagan Day. All the teams will compete on March 26t at the McGee Educational Center in Wilkes
County along with teams from twelve other counties in Area 2.

HOLLISTER

_ CAUFORNIA

15t Place “Green Machine”— Alleghany High School 15t Place “Ecological Experts”— Glade Creek School

(LtoR) . . (LtoR)
Morgan Jasso-Seth Hayden-Colby Andrews Tristen Villarruel-Colby Brooks

Dylan Peredes-Reagan Day
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The North Carolina Forage and Grassland Council
2013 Winter Conference Series

3 30. 2013 Tradeshow and registration 12:30
nuary 30, ,
andary Program 1:00-6:00  Social 6:00-7:00
Edwin McGee Center
982 Fairplains Rd 2013 NCFGC Winter Conference Program
North Wilkesboro. NC Tradeshow and Registration
Welcome and Introductions—Ronnie Holman
3 312013 Dr. Chris Teustch, Virginia Tech
anuary 3% Southern Piedmont AREC
, , “Building and Maintaining Soil Fertility in Times of High
Regional Livestock Center o
) Fertilizer Costs”
474 Stock Drive
Canton, NC Break & Tradeshow

Dr. Chris Teustch, Virginia Tech
Southern Piedmont AREC
“Building Year Round Grazing Systems”

Break & Tradeshow
The Grazing Experts Panel

Moderated by Johnny Rogers

State University NCSU EX'[CIlSiOIl Update
AT State University
COOPERATIVE Questions, Evaluations and Door Prizes
AN EXTENSION _
— Empowering People + Providing Solutions NCFGC 8001a1

NCFGC Winter Conference Registration
Cost: NCFGC Members = $20 Non-members = $30  Students = $10
Join NCFGC for $25. New members will receive a firee grazing stick
For more information on this event and other NCFGC activities contact:
North Carolina Forage and Grasslands Council 919-552-9111
Ronnie Holman-NCFGC President, 828-302-8659 Ronnie(@hardrockbeefcattle.com
Mark Hucks-NCFGC President-elect, 252-289-4401 Mark Hucks@ncsu.edu



mailto:Ronnie@hardrockbeefcattle.com
mailto:Mark_Hucks@ncsu.edu
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NCASWCD 69th Annual Meeting

The NC Association of Soil and Water Conservation Districts will (78 Legacy
host the 69th Annual Meeting January 6th—8th, 2013 in Raleigh.

This multi-day event serves as the forum for development of

association policy and action. '
The agenda also offers important training opportunities for J
district supervisors, district staff, and all members of the o 5

©
. . [
conservation partnership. "Servation S

YEARS

“Water...the Cycle of Life”
2013 Poster, Essay and Speech Contests

The NC Association of Soil and Water Conservation Districts promotes conservation
contests at District , Area and State levels to provide students an opportunity to become aware
of and share their concerns for soil and water conservation.

The Alleghany SWCD recently provided poster, essay and speech contest information
and resource materials to teachers and students in the 5th—8th grades in Sparta, Piney Creek
and Glade Creek schools. A new Computer Generated Poster Contest will be added for gth
graders. Participation in the contests meets certain curriculum goals & objectives required by
NC Department of Public Instruction Grade Level Competencies. First place posters, essays
and names of speech contestants at the school level must be turned into the Soil and Water
office by January 18, 2013.

The county competition is scheduled for Tuesday, February 12th; the Area 2
competition will be held March 21, 2013, 6 pm, Burke County Agricultural Center.

District Calendar

January 6-8—Association Annual State Meeting, Raleigh
January 22nd-DIC Meeting-Location to be announced 10 am
January 15th—District Board Meeting~The Pines Restaurant 7:30 am
January 27-30-NACD Annual Meeting
January 15th —FPP Meeting~Conference Room/SWCD Building 9 am
January 29th-State Envirothon Meeting
January 15th—RC&D Meeting~Boone
February 12—Speech Contest~County Commissioner’s Conference Room

Alleghany County Administration Building 10 am
February 19-20th—School of Government training for Supervisors



Our Mission Is...

...to promote the conservation of natural resources in Al-

! leghany County through education, information, technical
V assistance, and available economic incentives.

The Alleghany Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) is a governmental subdivision of the State of
North Carolina found under GS-139, charged with the responsibility of promoting soil and water conservation
and establishing conservation programs in the District. The District partners with the Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS) to carry out these responsibilities. As a local organization we work with citizens,
agencies, and land owners to plan and direct programs for the conservation and development of our natural
resources. We also work closely with other state, federal, and local agencies, such as NCDA&CS, Resource

Conservation and Development, US Army Corp of Engineers, NC Forest Service, USDA Farm Service Agency,
NC Cooperative Extension, to provide effective natural resource management and environmental education.

Please contact our office for more information about any of our programs

Alleghany District Board of Supervisors-SWCD & NRCS S
(L to R) 1st Row: Janie Woodle/Adm. Asst/Tech/Education Coord., Linda Hash/Director/Conservationist,
Paul Edwards/Chair; 2nd Row: Terry Hall/Secretary/Treasurer, Chris Huysman/Member, Jim Dixon/Vice-
Chair, Bobby Evans/Member, David Tucker/NRCS (Not pictured: Greg Wagoner/NRCS)

ALLEGHANY SWCD
P O Box 127 (90 S. Main St., Room 200) NORTH CAROLINA

Sparta, NC 28675 SO". & WATER

Visit us on the web at : Alleghany Soil & Water Conservation District
CONSERVATION DISTRICTS

Phone: 336-372-4645 or 336-372-7777 Fax: 336-372-7402 %ﬂ el ﬁu ftiﬂﬁ
Email: Linda.hash@nc.nacdnet.net or Janie Woodle allegswed @skybest.com
Office Hours: 8 am-5 pm, Monday-Friday

i



http://www.alleghanycounty-nc.gov/soil_and_water_conservation_district.php
mailto:linda.hash@nc.nacdnet.net
mailto:allegswcd@skybest.com

